
Before The DOCKIT FI';tQOf.Y..QfI1GINAL
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION .. t:GEIVED

Washington, DC 20554 D
Ec 17 1997

MM Docket No. 87-268 iFED£I:IAL~lJOHsmuu.""...
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In the Matter of:

Advanced Television Systems and
Their Impact upon the Existing
Television Broadcast Service

To: The Commission

COMMENTS

Educational Broadcasting Foundation, Inc. ("E;BF"),

licensee of non-commercial educational TV broadcast station WLAE-

TV, Channel 32, New Orleans, LA, by its attorney, herewith

submits the following comments, in response to the Commission's

December 2, 1997, Public Notice.

1. In the Sixth Report and order herein the FCC

specified that WLAE-TV operate on Digital TV Channel 31. At the

same time, it specified that WWL-TV, Channel 4, New Orleans, LA,

operate on Digital TV Channel 30 -- the first adjacent channel

even though the transmitter sites of WLAE-TV and WWL-TV are

separated by only a few miles. See Attachment 1.

2. The Association of Maximum Service Television,

Inc. ("MST") filing, which prompted the December 2, 1997, Public

Notice, has disclosed serious DTV-to-DTV adjacent channel
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interference problems that are not addressed by the proposed DTV

Table of Allotments. When this factor is taken into

consideration, rather than a "DTV/NTSC Area Match" of 100%, as

the FCC suggested, the actual Area Match is 65.1% -- a loss of

34.6% -- based on the MST analysis. ~ Attachment 2.

3. MST has proposed that the Commission specify DTV

Channel 36 for WWL-TV, in order to resolve this adjacent channel

interference problem. This revision to the proposed DTV Table of

Allotments would insure that both WLAE-TV and WWL-TV provide

essentially equivalent DTV service to the New Orleans TV market

compared with their currently authorized NTSC service.

4. In the absence of this revision to the proposed

DTV Table of Allotments, then both WLAE-TV and WWL-TV will

experience serious and unacceptable interference in the heart of

their coverage areas, in the heart of the New Orleans TV market,

causing loss of service -- including educational TV service -- to

hundreds of thousands of persons.

5. Accordingly, EBF supports the MST filing and MST's

proposed revision to the DTV Table of Allotments for New Orleans,

Louisiana. EBF urges the FCC to adopt this proposed revision to

specify that WWL-TV operate on DTV Channel 36, while WLAE-TV

remains on DTV Channel 31.
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Respectfully Submitted,

EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTING
FOUNDATION, INC.

Its Attorney

December 17, 1997

DUNCAN, WE INBERG, MILLER & PEMBROKE, PC
suite 800
1615 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036
202-467-6370
F'AX: 467-6379
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DIGITAL TELEVISION EXISTING NTSC
SERVICE ------------------------------------------ DTV/

DURING TRANSITION CURRENT SERVICE NEW INTERFERENCE NTSC

NT5C DTV DTV ANTENNA ------- ._-------- --------------- --~-------------------- AREA

STATE AND CITY CHAN CHAN POWER HAAT AREA PEOPLE AREA PEOPLE AREA PEOPLE MATCH
(kWI 1m' lSq km) ltholls) ISq km' (thous) (\ NL Area) 1\ NL Pop, (%I

LA BATlJN ROUGE 2 42 1000.0 515.0 46184 2450 40635 2324 0.0 0.0 99.8

LA BATON ROUGE 9 46 911.8 509.0 40151 1817 31609 1220 0.1 0.0 100.0

LA BATON ROUGE 27 22 11.2 303.0 16048 809 15122 761 0.2 0.0 100.0

LA BATON ROUGE 33 34 216.8 522.0 26992 1315 25957 1288 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA BATON ROUGE 44 45 131.2 426.0 19373 985 1937) 985 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA COLUMBIA 11 51 1000.0 572.0 43189 691 32880 566 0.0 b.O 100.0

LA LAFAYETTE 3 28 1000.0 530.0 47)75 911 35053 718 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA LAFAYETTE 10 56 1000.0 530.0 41206 1002 32285 794 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA LAfAYETTE 15 16 89.1 360.0 19890 586 19890 586 0.0 0.0 100.0

I.A I.AFAYETTE 24 2J 61.5 369.0 18304 536 18304 536 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA LAKE CHAIlLES 7 53 1000.0 451.0 36922 954 35167 940 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA LAKE CHARLES 18 20 50.0 314.0 18006 314 18010 374 0.4 0.1 100.0

LA LAKE CHAIH.ES 29 30 81.0 394.0 19657 610 19649 610 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA MONROE 8 55 1000.0 576.0 43116 128 41193 688 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA MONROE 13 19 530.4 54 J. 0 41003 691 36053 621 0.0 0.0 100.0

WWL-TV LA NEW ORLEANS 0.0 0.0 o 0

LA NEW ORLEANS 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA NEW ORLEANS 8 29 669.9 302.0 28600 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA NEW ORLEANS '12 11 14.2 308,0 21819 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA NEW ORLEANS 20 14 124.2 275.0 16111 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA NEW OIlLEANS 26 15 67.1 308.0 16161 1404 16186 1389 0.0 0.0 100.0

WLAE-TV LA NEW ORLEANS 32 31 63.9 308.0 15031 1384 14995 q81 0.0 a 6 100 0

LA NEW ORLEANS 38 39 189.7 311.0 17993 1432 17993 1432 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA NEW ORLEANS 49 50 59.1 271.0 13440 1317 13440 1317 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA SHREVEPORT 3 28 1000.0 543.0 41510 1089 33729 898 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA SHREVEPORT 12 17 522.4 549.0 42279 1014 32645 899 2.4 1.1 100.0

LA SHREVEPORT 24 23 50.0 326.0 19134 563 18901 560 0.0 0.0 100.0

LA SHREVEPORT 33 34 193.3 553.0 28959 838 28068 809 1.7 0.7 100.0

LA SHREVEPORT 45 44 96.0 507.0 20110 618 20089 617 0.7 0.8 100.0

LA SLIDELL 54 24 60.5 213 .0 12140 1346 12140 1346 0.0 0.0 100.0
:x>

LA WEST MONROE 14 36 387.5 572 .0 33831 607 33524 598 0.7 0.1 99.5
r1"
r1"

LA WEST MONROE 39 38 50.0 152.0 9420 261 8715 256 0.2 0.0 100.0 ~

MA ADAMS 19 36 50.0 637.0 20349 1668 16992 1124 4.1 1.3 100.0 n

MA BOSTON 2 19 1000.0 317.0 30225 6764 29402 6697 0.0 0.0 97.9
::r
El

MA BOSTON 4 30 783.0 354.0 29306 6719 29628 6716 8.4 1.9 97.2 (1)
;:l

MA BOSTON 5 20 1000.0 299.0 30281 6742 25483 5683 5.5 1.7 97.6
r1"

MA BOSTON 7 42 907.4 306.0 27632 6644 26156 6552 0.0 0.0 99.9 ,.....

MA BOSTON 25 31 64.6 357.0 19809 6171 18684 6013 1.3 0.6 99.3

MA BOSTON 38 39 67.7 354.0 20381 6245 19603 6037 10.6 4.0 100.0

MA BOSTON 44 43 50.0 329.q 16777 5801 16011 5657 13.5 4.7 99.4

MA BOSTON 68 32 50.0 249.0 12984 4875 12162 4583 0.0 0.0 100.0

MA CAMBRIDGE 56 41 50.0 360.0 17470 5933 16816 5805 2.7 1.1 99.4

MA LAWRENCE 62 18 50.4 186.0 11812 4757 10914 4377 0.0 0.0 98.6
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Comparison 01 Revised FCC and MSTV DTV Tables
NTSCIDTV % Coverage Match (Area} and DTV to DTV Interference (Area)

Fa:; MSTV FCC MSTV MSTV/FCC R:C - MSTV MSTV/FCC

NTSC % cov. % COY. COV. match % OTV·DTV DlV·DTV DTV·DlV
Call City State ch. DlV DTV match match I dill inter. I inter. inter. % dill

ch. ch. (area) (area) \
(+ I·) % area % area ( +/.)I

WKPI PIKEVILLE KY 22 24 24 99.6 99.6\ 0 0.5 0.4 ·0.1
WJ<SO SOMERSET KY 29 14 14 100 100 a 0.2 0 ·0.2
KLPA ALEXANDRIA LA 25 26 26 99.2 98.7 -0.5 0 0.6 0.6
WLPB BATON ROUGE LA 27 22 22 99.1 99.11 a 0 0 0
KLPB LAFAYElTE LA 24 23 23 99.2 99.2 0 a 0 0

951
--._-----:::..I---------~

KLTL LAKE CHARLES LA 18 20 20 95 0 6.1 6.1 0
KLTM MONROE LA 13 19 19 99.3 99.3 0 0.8 0.4' -0.4
WYES NEW ORLEANS LA 12 11 ~ 1 1 99.2 J 99.2 0 0 0 0

* WLAE NEW ORLEANS LA 32 311 31 ~65.1 10;/ 99.2 34.1 34.6 0 ·34.6
KlT8 SHREVEPORT LA 24 23! 23 lUO

-'
100 a 0 01 ..--Q.

WGBH BOSTON MA 2 19 33 98.1 97.4 -0.7 0.4 3.5 3.1
WGBX BOSTON MA 44 431 43 96.1 90 -6.1 4.5 ._-~ 7.8._, -~--..
WGBY SPRINGFIELD MA 57 58 58 100 99.9 -0.1 0.1 0.9 0.8
WMPT ANNAPOUS MD 22 42 48 96 98.1 ! 2.1 5.8 0.1 -5.7
WMPB BALTIMORE MD 67 29 36 96.1 95.8 ·0.3 6.8 13.2 6.4..

98.3i
_.

2'WFPT FREDEAICKMD 62 28 63 94.4 3.9 15.4 ·13.4
WWPB HAGERSTOV\N MD 31 44 35 9,9.6 99.4 -0.2 0 3.6 3.6
WOPT OAKlAND MD 36 54 21 100 100 0 0.3 0.4 0.1
WCPB SAUSBURY MD 28 56 27 99.3 100 0.7 0 0 0
weBB AUGUSTA ME 10 17 27 100 100 0 0 0 0
WMEA BIDDEFORD ME 26 45 17 91.6 100 8.4 9.6 0.1{ ·9.5
WMED CALAIS ME 13 15 14 100 1 DO 0 0.7 0.1 -0.6
WMEB ORO'K> ME 12 22 22 99.8 99.8 0 0 0 0
~EM PRESQUE ISlEME 10 20 16 100 100 0 0 0 0
WCML ALPENA MI 6 57 57 97.2 97.2 0 6.1 6.1 0
WUCX BAD AXE MI 35 15 15 100 100 0 2.4 2.4 0
WCMV CADILLAC MI 27 58 58 99.9 99.9 0 2.5 2.5 0
wrvs DETROIT MI 56 43 43 90.5 90.9 0.4 0.7 0 -0.7
WKAR EAST LANSING MI 23 55 55 100 100 0 0 0 0
WFUMFUNrMI 28 52 52 99.6 99.6 0 0 0 0
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Harold K. McCombs, Jr., do hereby certify that I

have caused to be mailed, First Class postage prepaid, this 17th

day of December, 1997, copies of the foregoing ~Comments", to the

following persons:

Jonathan D. Blake, Esquire
Covington & Burling
P. O. Box 7566
Washington, D.C. 20044-7566

John M. Burgett, Esquire
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

/)wved /{. U<!~6s
Harold K. McCombs, Jr.


